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Plainfield Nature Park
Local Opportunity

The Town of Plainfield is in the process of planning
a regionally significant nature park that will
consist of approximately 2,000 acres of properties
currently owned by Plainfield. This development
would include a three-pronged approach:
1. Technical Investigation and Assessment
2. Development of a Bat Conservation Plan
3. Implementation of Property Use Limitations
This nature park will be located south of Interstate
70 and east of State Road 267 in the southeast
corner of Hendricks County. The key factor
drawing focus to this area is the large amount of
Plainfield-owned land that is currently vacant and
inaccessible to the public. Plainfield acquired these
lands from the Indianapolis Airport Authority (IAA).
Some of the properties were previously subject
to a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) related to
land potentially impacted during the construction
of the new airport terminal that opened in 2008.
The acquisition of
these lands by the
Town has presented
the opportunity to
establish these lands
as a regional amenity
for the public.
APOLIS

C ONS E RVATION

INDIAN

P

EL D
LA IN FI

RE S TORATION
ON

P RE S E RVATION

Draft Updated: 7-23-2020
Confidential Business Information

Page 2

Phase 1A-Inventory & Data Gathering
Summary Report

CONFIDENTIAL
BUSINESS
INFORMATION

Parcel History
To take these newly acquired lands and transform
them to a public amenity, the first step is to
investigate what is currently contained within
these properties. Some of these lands had been
vacated and left abandoned for over two decades
before being acquired as Town parcels. This
means that some parcels include dilapidated
buildings, utility structures, closed roadways,
and dense vegetation overgrowth. Other parcels
consist of large mitigation and reforestation areas
that have matured and developed into wildlife
habitat over the years. Each of these parcels have
had restricted access and no new development.
Wetland mitigation and reforestation plantings
are the only significant activities to have taken
place on these lands, until recently. Plainfield has
initiated the effort to take inventory of what these
lands contain. Since 2018 the Town of Plainfield
has re-established controlled access to maintain Identified Habitat
trails, clear roadways, and provide clearance for These lands south of I-70 were identified over 20
public safety and emergency services.
years ago as lands that would be impacted by the
Six Points Road interchange upgrades (Ameriplex/
Ronald Reagan/I-70 interchange), and the various
planned developments for the IAA. A habitat
conservation plan was put in place to minimize
potentially negative impacts on the federally listed
Indiana bat for the I-70 and IAA projects. The IAA
acquired over 1,000 acres of land as mitigation for
the new terminal construction. The importance
of this area is not a new discovery, and with the
Town as the landholder, there is an opportunity to
enhance these public lands by providing access
for appropriate recreation, reducing the amount
of fragmented forests, setting standards for new
developments, and creating a regionally significant
destination all while maintaining appropriate
mitigation efforts and habitats.
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Mitigation and Habitat
All of the newly acquired IAA lands were considered mitigation areas
for the Indiana bat. These parcels are mostly adjacent to one another,
and create a large contiguous area of land, but the actual habitat
on these lands is fragmented. Agricultural expansion, residential
development, and expanding infrastructure had previously reduced
the effectiveness of this area as a whole to function as quality habitat
for the Indiana bat. This fragmentation is why focused mitigation in
this area is important. The large areas of reforestation and wetland
reconstruction by IAA are significant in size, and once these areas
reach maturity, they will be a great benefit to the overall potential
bat habitat. Indiana bats use these types of mature forest canopies
and waterways for most of their summer activities. Ensuring that
these old growth and floodplain forests are connected through
preservation, future reforestation, mitigation and conservation
projects is extremely important.

Sodalis Park
Among these thousands of acres of fragmented habitat is Sodalis
Nature Park. It is an existing 210-acre nature park that includes a
5.5-acre pond, 3.5-miles of nature trails, picnic shelter, parking lot,
and approximately 80-acres of reforestation area. The park was
previously operated by Hendricks County Parks and Recreation.
Ownership and operations were transferred to the Town of Plainfield
in the year following the acquisition of 1,700+ acres of IAA parcels.
This huge influx of acreage to the town established a large town
park in the center of these lands. The geographic opportunity to
expand the existing park into the adjacent lands is clear.
Draft Updated: 7-23-2020
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Public Lands and Access
The Town of Plainfield has recognized that this
accrual of public lands will attract multiple types
of users and activities in the area. The Town also
understands that portions of these lands contain
quality wildlife habitat. The ability to actively manage
these lands, activity types, and seasonal activity
hours is a key factor in providing a sustainable
public asset. In addition to managing access to
these lands, creating destination opportunities
will guide users to points of interest. Maintaining
consistent routes will help in managing activity
types and intensity.

Protection and Enhancement
By initiating intensive inventory, analysis, and
planning for the development of an expanded
Nature Park, access, usage, development, and
other activities on these lands can all be regulated,
checked, and monitored. This management
and control of where and how the land is used
will result in a net gain in contiguous habitat
acreage. By taking inventory of the current land
uses and forest coverage, planning can begin to
expand public access, protect quality habitat, set
standards for development and permitted land
use, continue reforestation efforts, and enhance
the land to benefit both the Indiana bat and the
Town of Plainfield.
Draft Updated: 7-23-2020
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East Fork White Lick Creek
East Fork White Lick Creek was one natural feature that stood out
as a major point of interest from all of the lands investigated south
of I-70. This creek runs north-south from the I-70/Ronald Reagan
Interchange to the southern border of Hendricks County. The creek
alignment is west of South CR 1050 E and meanders through a
variety of agricultural fields and forests. There are few residential
properties that sit adjacent to the creek, and minimal encroachments
of structures or developments in direct conflict with the creek. These
circumstances have resulted in a wooded floodway that has been
allowed to mature over the years. Maintaining and enhancing the
forested riparian zone along the creek is integral in decreasing
stream bank erosion, which causes sedimentation and the collection
of debris jams in the channel. This creates in-stream habitat and
protects surrounding property and infrastructure from seasonal flood
damage. East Fork White Lick Creek provides a major attraction
for wildlife occurring south of I-70. This includes providing foraging
corridor for Indiana bats.
The maintained health of East Fork of White Lick Creek will be a
focus throughout the life of any project or development that may
happen south of I-70. Managing the health of East Fork White
Lick Creek will provide an opportunity for Plainfield to stabilize the
eroding stream banks, clear the waterway of obstructions, protect
infrastructure from flood damage, actively manage the health of
the floodway, and improving the overall quality of habitat along the
creek corridor.
The Town of Plainfield has undergone a similar process along a
3-mile stretch of White Lick Creek. This project however was done
as a reaction to damaging floodwaters that impacted the surrounding
land so severely that funds from an Emergency Watershed
Protection program were received. Plainfield has the opportunity to
be proactive in protecting the East Fork White Lick Creek corridor
from damaging floodwaters. Protecting and actively managing the
forested banks is the best approach to benefit the creek habitat and
the surrounding properties and infrastructure.
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Regionally Significant Area
Throughout 2019 the Town of Plainfield and its consultants have
taken a detailed inventory of the Plainfield lands south of I-70. A
wide range of factors were identified that have shaped the lands
into their current conditions. Agricultural processes, adjacent
development, abandoned infrastructure, environmental mitigation
lands, utility development, airport expansion, and known habitat to
the Indiana bat are just a few local factors that have shaped various
portions of the land. This area has been identified as important to the
Town of Plainfield due to the varieties of possibilities. The physical
location is the main draw to these lands. Interstate 70, Indianapolis
International Airport, State Route 67, Interstate Loop 465, Plainfield
industrial park, the Town’s designated hospitality district, Ameriplex
Parkway, and downtown Plainfield are all near or directly adjacent to
these lands. These features make these undeveloped lands south
of I-70 easily accessible. These same features also make these
lands extremely desirable for business expansion and economic
development opportunities. The existing open lands, natural
features, and wildlife habitat are just as significant, but less visible
to potential users. Plainfield’s acquisition of these lands provides a
vehicle whereby a coordinated planning process to protect, preserve,
and enhance those features, as well as prioritize what lands may be
appropriate for different types of economic development.
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Approach
The inventory phase of this long-term planning
project was coordinated through the Town to
effectively focus on known areas of interest and
existing features. The approach for this inventory
process was to get first-hand knowledge of the
various areas, landscapes, and site features
that may have an impact on the future planning
process. This was accomplished through a series
of site visits. The site visits were conducted by
using existing roads when available, but many sites
were accessed via ATV and foot. This diversity
of existing features and influences creates a
complex space south of I-70. The team’s focus
on the existing features will set the groundwork for
intensive planning and design to turn these lands
into an accessible and environmentally sustainable
regionally significant public asset.

Process
The first step in exploring these lands was to review
aerial imagery, Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) data, and access existing plans for local
projects in the area. This initial desktop review
of the area resulted in an overview understanding
of the vegetation coverage types, land use,
infrastructure, and existing facilities. After the initial
desktop review of the land, the team proceeded to
meet on-site to collect data. Guided by the Town
of Plainfield, the team explored the lands and trails
south of I-70. These site visits were the key step
in the process of inventory and data collection for
Phase 1A of this project. On-site observations will
influence the continuing analysis of the lands and
influence the overall direction of the master plan.
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Site Visits
The first site visit was conducted by the team on September 18, 2019. This site visit was led by Plainfield
and covered the majority of Plainfield Parcels located south of County Road 700 S. ATVs were used
on public roads, trails, and vacated roadways to access a variety of Plainfield parcels with various land
uses, vegetation coverage, man-made structures, and natural features. Field notes, photographs, field
sketches, and mapping were all compiled to set the foundation for future site visits, meeting notes, and
discussions. This site visit covered the core area directly surrounding Sodalis Nature Park.

A second site visit was completed on October 3, 2019. A Plainfield truck was used to access areas such
as White Lick Creek Road, S CR 1050 E, and S CR 1075 E. These are vacated roads that have access
to East Fork White Lick Creek, vacated residential parcels, and fragmented habitat areas. These roads
are key for future potential connections within, and at the boundaries of, the planned project limits. In
addition to these roadways, parcels at the southern edge of the project area were visited. These two
parcels combine to form approximately 70 acres, and contain a range of habitat types, a ravine to the
west, and East Fork White Lick Creek to the east. The final assessment of this site visit was to take
inventory of potential trail crossings of Interstate 70. Potential crossing locations were assessed at
White Lick Creek near S Center St., Clarks Creek west of SR 267 interchange, the vacated bridge
approach of S CR 1050 E, and East Fork White Lick Creek under the I-70 interchange.
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Conclusion
The culmination of the information
gathered since September has
set the groundwork for initiating
a detailed mapping process of
the existing and potential site
features. The inventory process
will continue throughout the life
of this project and generating
the base maps and initial
design direction can begin with
confidence such that Plainfield
and the design team will all have
first-hand knowledge of existing
site
conditions,
constraints,
and opportunities. The work
completed since September will
continue to influence project
development as Plainfield and
the design team prepare for
the transition to Phase 1B –
Inventory Mapping and Public
Engagement.

2020 - Inventory Phase 1B Scope
Mapping and Public Engagement
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•

Stakeholder Meetings

•

Site Inventory Mapping

•

Public Engagement

•

Coordination Meetings with Town
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